
E-
mail » Twitter » Facebook » iTribune » Subscribe » RSS »

Be the firs t to know what's  going on in San Luis  O bispo

County. Jus t tell us  how you want to find out — we'll

take care of the res t.

UPDATE: CHP says alcohol may have led to
Sunday fatal crash

Driver may be charged with second-degree
murder in Avila crash

Four hands of many

Big gift will fund Atascadero's red panda
exhibit

Two dead in Nipomo crash that splits car in
half

Letters to the Editor 6/20
126 comments · 10 hours ago

Death penalty costs California $184 million a
year, study says
57 comments · 1 hour ago

Two dead in Nipomo crash that splits car in
half
40 comments · 6 hours ago

Big gift will fund Atascadero's red panda
exhibit
3 comments · 1 hour ago

County jobless rate improves
3 comments · 44 minutes ago

OUR NEWS, YOUR WAY

GET BREAKING NEWS ON YOUR CELL PHONE
Sign up for breaking news  alerts  from

SanLuisO bispo.com and get the latest news  sent to

your cell phone via text message.

Type in your cell phone number

(  )  - 

 I  accept the terms  and conditions  (c lick to view)

Keep your phone handy!

Upon hitting the Sign up!  button, you will receive a

message with a four-digit code at the end. Enter this

number on the next sc reen and press  the C onfirm

button.

Sign Up!

Contact us  Customer Service  Subscribe  iTribune  Place an ad  Coupons  Today's ads SIGN IN | BECOME A MEMBER

 

 News   Archives  Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH

SIMILAR STORIES:

Small spaces, friendly faces

The Williams garden: A little piece of country
in Atascadero

Silver celebration by the sea

Taming a wild kingdom

An octopus's garden in the sun

Sitting pretty

The Stantons’ tips for remodeling a garden:

Share 2 Like   Text size

Posted: 5:54 am Wednesday, Jun. 15, 2011

Sitting pretty
With professional help, a Los Osos couple transformed their tiny lot into a natural

wonder

By David Middlecamp | The Tribune | purchase prints

Backyard firepit and seating George and Deborah Stanton home in Los Osos. David Middlecamp 6-1-2011.

By Sharon C rawford | sdc rawford@charter.net

George and Deborah Stanton of Los Osos thought they couldn’t have an outdoor sitting area

because their small lot had no level space. Then, after seeing a neighbor’s garden remodeled

by Sage Ecological Landscapes they consulted the company’s proprietor, Todd Davidson.

The prospective landscape plan included three sitting areas. The existing soil would be

leveled and organically amended. Four tons of sandstone select flagstones and Santa

Barbara boulders would be used throughout the garden.

The Stantons hadn't considered a sitting

area near the street, until they realized

that the existing Oak and Strawberry

Arbutus trees would screen it from view.

There, the Sage crew built a semi-circular

bench of stacked sandstone overlooking a

chunky basalt water feature, surrounded by

black pebbles. George added some rocks to

the shallow basin and rearranges them

periodically to change the fountain’s sound.

The path between this area and a second

sitting area near the house curves slightly,
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Consider the garden views from indoors as well

as outdoors.

Water features will contribute another

dimension and soothing sounds.

Garden lighting and a fire pit can enhance

evening enjoyment.

When work is in progress, try to be available to

answer questions and to make decisions before

it’s too late.
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suggesting a leisurely stroll to appreciate

the path-side flowers. Midway, a tall black

basalt column with water flowing gently

down its sides tends to bring visitors to a

halt. In the second seating area, a simple

wooden bench sits near a Mexican fire pot.

Jasmine provides fragrance during its

blooming period; other shrubs include angel

trumpet, princess flower, and a Chilean

coral bell with fuchsia-like blossoms.

The back yard was leveled to accommodate a meadow of creeping red fescue. The

alternating upright and fallen grasses resemble ocean waves. The tall wood fence is

screened by taller Pittosporum ‘Silver Sheen’. At its mid-point, a small basalt fountain is

backed by a smoke bush. A mirror attached to the fence behind it is tilted to allow a view

into the fountain from the second-story deck. The Stantons loved this view so much that

they had a window enlarged to enjoy it from indoors also. Outdoor lighting provides

pleasurable viewing after dark as well.

A sculpted feminine face overlooks the scene from a back corner. On the opposite corner, a

semi-circular sandstone bench overlooks a gas fire pit, topped with bits of glass. Behind the

bench, a raised bed is filled with proteas, lambs-ear, coral bells, heliotrope, and three

melaleuca trees. Between the fire pit and the meadow, a low mound supports stunningly tall

aeoniums and other succulents.

The side yard was simply a six-foot-wide walkway between the south side of the house and

a tall wooden fence. Now, both sides of the walk are planted with edibles and vines that

clamber up a new arbor. The edibles include two grape varieties and grafted apple and pear

trees espaliered against the house wall. George calls this area “a garden of olfactory

delight.” Scented vines include a white clematis, Angel’s trumpet (Brugmansia sp.), Giant

Burmese honeysuckle, Japanese honeysuckle and Wonga wonga (Pandorea pandorana).

The garden project took three months; the Stantons say the result was worth the

disruption. They are delighted with the numerous features that they had not previously

considered, and they praise the diligence and expertise of the Sage work crew.
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